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To  ihe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housin. 
Committee  of  the  Hereford  County  Council. 


Cjcntlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Administrative  County,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  universaJ  desire  for  economy,  only  essential  matter, 
mostly  of  a tabulcir  nature,  has  been  inserted. 

Severed  of  the  District  Reports  were  somewhat  late  in  being  issued, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Combined  Districts,  although  the  Local  Government 
Board  Tables  were  available  fairly  early,  the  full  Report  has  only  come  to 
hand. 

The  birfb-rate,  1 regret  to  say,  is  the  lowest  on  record,  being  17.7  per 
1000  persons  living.  This  figure  is  3.0  per  1000  less  than  that  for  Rural 
England  and  WeJes.  and  1.2  per  iOOO  lower  than  last  year’s  County  rate. 

The  crude  death-rate  of  the  County  is  / 5.6  per  1 000  lioing.  This 
figure  is  .8  per  1000  higher  than  that  lor  Rural  England  and  Wales,  and  2.1 
per  1000  higher  than  the  County  rate  of  last  year. 

The  standardized  death-rate,  which  is  more  accurate  for  comparison,  is 
12.3  per  1000  living  ; this  is  .8  lower  than  that  for  Rural  England  and  Wales. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  80  per  1000  births  against  73  for  last  year. 

The  death-rate  from  Tubercular  Diseases  shews  fluctuations  from  year 
to  year,  but  is  gradually  declining  : this  year’s  rate  is  rather  higher  than  that 
of  last  year. 

The  Cancer  death-rate  is  high. 

The  treatment  of  Consumption,  so  far  as  it  has  been  established,  is 
fully  discussed  in  the  Report.  The  work  of  the  period  under  consideration 
has  been  adversely  affected  by  the  War. 

The  County  and  City  Laboratory  is  doing  excellent  service  and  is 
largely  taken  advantage  of  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  County. 

Housing  work,  owing  to  the  present  position  of  the  Country,  is.  of 
course,  largely  abandoned. 

The  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act  now  in  force  makes  notifica- 
tion compulsory  in  all  County  Districts.  The  administration  of  this  Act  should 
be  a question  for  careful  re-consideration.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  no 
other  question  so  important  as  the  saving  of  young  lives  to  the  Country. 

1 desire  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the 
Committee  for  their  courtesy  and  support  during  the  year. 

1 am  greatly  indebted  to  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for 
their  support,  and  to  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Staff  for  their 
loyal  service. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  DRYBURGH  GOLD. 


Shirehall, 

November,  1916. 
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COUNTY  OF  HEREFORD. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  G.  Cresswei,!,,  Chairman. 

ilr.  J.43IES  CoRN’ER  (Chairman  of  Major  E.  M.  Dcxxe. 

County  Council).  Mr.  T.  Edwards. 

Mr.  H.  F.  RussECL  (V'ice-Chairman  Mr.  J.  Farr. 

of  County  Coundl).  Mr.  R.  Farr. 


Mr.  H.  J.  B.utEY. 
Mr.  F.  BAr,r,.\.RD. 


Mr.  H.  K.  Foster. 
Mr.  J.  Godselc. 


Mr.  F.  J.  Berry. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Barxeby.  • 

Mr.  E.  F.  Bulmer. 

Sir  John  Cottereti,,  Bart. 
Mr.  E.  A.  C-APEE. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Davies. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Davies. 
ilr.  S.  H.  Deakin. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Dent. 


Mr.  E.  H.  Hopkins. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Langford. 
Mr.  H.  L-ANGFOrd. 

Mr.  T.  Lewis. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Lutley. 

Mr.  T.  A.  M.attiiews.  . 
Mr.  Stewart  Robinson. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Southall. 

Mr.  H.  W.ALKER. 


THE  MIDWIVES  ACT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  G.  Cresswell,  Chairman. 

Jlr.  James  Corner  (Chairman  of  Dr.  Paul  Chap.ma.n. 

County  Council).  Dr.  E.  F.  Morris. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Barneby.  Mr.  H.  Walker. 

Miss  P.  A.  Blake. 


DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HE.ALTH. 


Name. 


Urban  Distnc: 


Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H.,  Southbank  Road, 
Hereford  

John  W.  JIiller,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Lynwood,  Cantilupe 
Street,  Hereford  

Richard  H.arding,  L.R.C.P.,  L.F.P.S.,  The  Laurels,  New 
Radnor 

J.  McKean  Harrison,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  Gloucester  House, 
Ledbury  ... 

Robert  Wllllams,  M.B.,  C.M.,  The  Croase  House,  Kings- 
land 

A.  J.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Chepstow  House, 
Ross  


Cromyard. 
Hereford  City- 
Kington. 
Ledbury. 

Leominster. 


Ross. 
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DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH— co«^. 


Name. 

laoHAS  E.  Hincks,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Broad  Street,  Hay 

Hkxbekt  Joxes,  L.R  C.S.I.,  D.P.H.  

Ditto  ditto  

Ditto  ditto  

r.:cuAKD  Harding,  L-R  C.P.,  L F.P.S 

HuRBKRT  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Ditto  ditto  

A.  J.  C-OiPBELi,,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

IIftreert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H.  

I.I.OVD  G.  S.^UTH,  M.D.,  Oak  House,  lloumouth 
\V.  B.  Darrodl,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Leintwardine 


Rural  Districts. 

Bredwardine^ 

Bromyard. 

Dore. 

Hereford. 

Kington. 

Ledbury. 

Leominster. 

Ross. 

Weobley. 

Whitchurch. 

Wigmore. 


ASSISTANT  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
PETER  Lowe,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  il.B.,  D.P.H. 


CLINICAL  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 

M.  T.  Morg.\n,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

INSPECTOR  OF  MIDWIVES,  and  SUPERINTENDENT, 
iliss  A.  Boden,  Church  Road  Cottages,  Tupsley,  Hereford. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Miss  Nesbitt.  Miss  Richards. 


CLERK — Mr.  L.  .V.  Nichoees. 


COUNTY  STAFF. 

Dr.  Morgan,  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  OflScer,  joined  the  R.A.M.C.  in 
July,  1915,  and  is  on  active  service. 

Mr.  L.  A.  Nicholls,  clerk  in  the  Department,  joined  His  Majesty’s  Forces 
*t  the  outbreak  of  war  and  is  still  serving^ 

DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH, 

Dr.  Jones,  of  the  Combined  Districts,  Dr.  Harrison,  Ledbury  Urban, 
Lr.  Campbell,  Ross  Urban  and  Rural,  are  all  serving  in  the  R.A.M.C. 

Dr.  Whelan  resigned  his  post  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Wigmore 
Rural  District  early  in  1915,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Dr.  DarroU. 

-Arrangements  were  made  in  all  cases  to  carry  on  the  work  of  these 
officers  temporarily. 
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Dates  on-  wnicii  the  Annual  Reports  were  Received  for  Year  1915. 


Urban. 

Bromyard  (Tables  only) 

Hereford  City 

Kington 
Ledbury  ... 

Leominster 

Ross  


...  August  14th,  1915. 
...  June  6th,  ., 

...  September  Ist,  „ 

...  May  23rd,  „ 

...  May  4th,  „ 

...  July  18th,  „ 


Rural. 


Bredwardine 

Bromyard 

Dore 

2 

June  21st,  „ 

Hereford 

Ledbury 

Combined 

Districts. 

i (Tables  only)  ...  August  14th,  ,, 

Leominster 

Weobley 

Kington 

...  September  1st,  „ 

Ross 

July  18th,  ,, 

Whitchurch 

...  February  29th,  „ 

Wigmore 

...  May  4th,  ., 

AREA  AN3  PDPIXATION. 


AREA. — ^The  Admuii.strari.r.=t  "amty  of  Hereford  has  an  area 
oi  558,924  statute  acres  (land  iii:£  inland  water)  according  to  the 
Census  of  1911,  of  which  15,^9^  sr  Trban  and  523,060  Rural. 

There  are  in  the  Counr.-  :tzr  '“rban  districts,  two  of  which 
arc  municipal  boroughs,  viz.,  Zlrirei.rd  City  and  the  Borough  of 
[.ctmiinster,  and  eleven  Ruml  nsaricts.  There  is  no  County 
!5.jr<mgh  within  the  area. 

POPULATION. — According  v Che  Census  of  1911  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Administrative  lunnrv  was  114,269,  made  up  of 
55,168  males  and  59,101  fermiUce.  The  following  table  shows 
the  ix)pulation  of  the  Census  or  and  1911  : — 


1901 

1911 

Census. 

Census. 

Administrative  County 

_ 114,125  ... 

114,269 

Urban  Districts 

— 38/585  ••• 

39.867 

Rural  Districts 

— 75.540  ••• 

74.402 

! Hiring  the  intercensal  period 

re,  between 

1901  and 

there  was  in  the  whole  County  un  mrrease  of  144  or  .1  per  cent. 
In  the  Urban  districts  there  •T'u.r  an  increase  of  1,282,  whereas 
in  the  Rural  districts  there  was-  1.  decrease  of  1,138. 

Owing  to  the  War,  the  usoai.  ncecnod  of  estimating  the  popu- 
’./.ioii  has  had  to  be  abandonern  nc  consequence  of  the  drafting 
o(  men  of  miUtaiy  age  abroal.  un_  also  from  one  area  to  another 
m this  Countiy.  Comparisons  vnch  Che  figures  of  former  years 
arc  therefore  futile. 

The  Registrar  General  Iio;'.  an  estimate  of  the  civil 

populations  based  largely  on  zsr  d'ational  Register  of  August, 
1015.  and  on  the  basis  of  this:  erd  population  he  recommends 
ill  calculations  should  be  mmie:. 

The  following  table  gives  rlne  p onlations  of  all  the  districts 
it  the  Census  of  1911,  and  as  =.?nma*.ed  by  the  District  Medical 
•-'filters  to  mid-year  1915. 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Population 

Census 

Population 

Census 

Population 

Estimated 

1901. 

1911. 

1915 

Bromyard  . . 

Hereford  City  (M.B.) 

Kington 

Ledbury 

Leominster  (M.B.).. 

Ross 

1,663 

21,382 

1,944 

3,259 

5,826 

.4,511 

■ 

1,703 

22,568 

1,819 

3,358 

5,737 

4,682 

L565 

21,219 

1,562 

2,934 

5.269 

4,285 

38,585 

39-867 

36.834/ 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

- 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Census 

Census 

Estimated 

1901. 

1911. 

1915- 

Bredwardine 

2,094 

1,995 

L856 

Bromyard  . . 

8,244 

7,931 

7,504 

Dore 

6,742 

6,491 

6,028 

Hereford 

13,271 

13,597 

12,092 

Kington 

5,254 

4,996 

4,850* 

Ledbury 

9,068 

9,059 

8,618 

Leominster  . . 

7,911 

7,915 

7,565 

Ross 

10,313 

10,421 

10,138 

Weobley 

6,951 

6,699 

6,377 

Whitchurch , . 

1,550 

1,526 

L535 

Wigmore 

4,142 

3,772 

3,666 

75,540 

74,402 

70  229 

• Population  estimated  by  Registrar-General  at  4,666. 
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TOTAL  ESTIMATED  POPULATION  1913  (MIDSUMMER), 
as  returned  by  the  District  Medical  Officers. 


Estimated 

Population, 

1915- 

Urban  Districts  

36,834 

Rural  Districts  

70,229 

Total  Estimated  Population  of  Administrative 

County  

107.063- 

Excepting  Kington  Rural,  the  above  figures  relate  to  the 
civil  populations  as  recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Registrar 
General. 

Followng  strictly  in  ever\'  district  the  Registrar-General’s 
figures  for  the  civil  population  (as  given  below  in  Table),  it  will 
be  obser\-ed  that  the  total  civil  population  for  1915  is  7,475  less 
than  the  total  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1914. 


TOTAL  ESTIMATED  CIVIL  POPULATION, 
as  given  by  Registrar-General. 


Population 

Census 

1911. 

Population 

Estimated  to 
Midsummer, 

1915- 

Urban  Districts  ... 

39.S67 

36,834 

Rural  Districts  ... 

74.40^ 

70.045 

Total  Population  Administrative 

County 

114.269 

106.870 
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BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  durini; 
1915,  after  due  correction,  was  2,027  against  2,156  in  1914.  Of 
this  number  740  occurred  in  the  Urban  cUstricts  and  1,287  ia  the 
Rural  districts.  In  a circular  letter.  Dr.  Stevenson,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Statistics,  says  : — “ It  is  impossible  to  frame  any 
estimate  that  would  give  reliable  birth  rates,  and  it  is  suggested, 
therefore,  that  the  birth-rates  for  1915  be  based  upon  the  existing 
estimates  of  total  population  for  1914.”  It  is  probable  that  so  far 
as  this  County  is  concerned,  no  ver\'  serious  error  in  the  estimates 
will  result.  The  following  tables  give  the  birth-rates  per  1,000 
population  : — 


No.  of 
Births 

1915- 

Birth-rate 

1915- 

Birth-rate 
1914.  / 

Urban  Districts. 

I.  Bromyard 

32 

186 

157 

2.  Hereford  City 

423 

18.4 

19.1 

3.  Kington 

36 

20.2 

19.1 

4.  Ledburj'  . . . . . . 

62 

18.3 

16.8 

5.  Leominster  . . 

123 

21-5 

21.4 

6.  Ross  . . 

64 

13-5 

18.6 

Rural  Districts. 

I.  Bredwardiue 

49 

25.0 

18.8 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

144 

18.4 

20-6 

3.  Dore  . . 

no 

17.2 

20.7 

4.  Hereford 

227 

16.6 

i6-4 

5.  Kington  '. . . 

95 

19-3 

20-6 

6.  Ledburv' 

167 

18.4 

00 

M 

7.  Leominster  . . 

152 

19.2 

19.7 

8.  Ross  . . 

III 

10.6 

167 

9.  Weobley 

115 

17-4 

20.1 

10.  WTiitchurch 

30 

19.7 

20-4 

II.  Wigmore 

87 

23.8 

20-3' 

c 


II 

birth-rates  of  urban  and  rural  districts  and 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


{Per  1,000  persons  living.) 


1915- 

1914. 

Urban  Districts  . . . . . . 

18.4 

19.1 

Rural  Districts 

17.4 

18.7 

.Administrative  County 

17.7 

18.9 

England  and  Wales  towns • • 

20.7 

22-2 

England  and  Wales 

21.8 

23.8 

The  birth-rate  for  1915,  with  due  consideration  for  difficulty 
of  calculation  under  present  circumstances,  still  shows  a constant 
tendency  to  decline. 

The  rate  for  the  Administrativ^e  County,  after  due  correction, 
Is  1.2  per  1,000  lower  than  last  year. 

The  Urban  district  having  the  highest  birth-rate  is  Leominster, 
with  21.5,  and  Ross  has  the  lowest  rate — 13.5.  In  the  Rural 
districts,  Bredwardine  shows  the  highest  birth-rate  with  25.0, 
and  Ross  the  lowest  with  10.6.  Little  importance,  however, 
need  be  attached  to  yearly  variations  in  small  districts.  The 
aggregate  rate  is  of  more  importance. 

It  is  sometimes  preferable  to  measure  the  birth-rate  not  onlj' 
by  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  registered  births  to  the  total 
population,  but  also  to  the  number  of  possible  mothers. 

I have  worked  out  the  figures  for  Urban  and  Rural  districts 
and  also  for  the  Administrative  County. 

Considering  (l)  birth-rate  based  on  the  number  of  legitimate 
births  to  the  married  female  population  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  45,  we  get  per  1,000  : — 


(1)  LEGITIMATE  BIRTH-RATE. 


1915- 

1914. 

Urban  Districts  ...  

168 . 2 

174-5 

Rural  Districts 

177.0 

190.8 

Administrative  County  ... 

173-7 

184.7 

England  and  Wales  (1909-11)  ... 

202.5 

— 

(2)  Birth-rate  based  on  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  to 
the  unmarried  and  widowed  female  population  between  the  ages  of 
^5-45-  There  were  136  illegitimate  birtlrs  in  the  county  (53  in 
the  Urban  and  83  in  the  Rural  districts)  in  1915,  against  144  in 
1914,  and  the  illegitimate  birth-rate  on  the  same  basis  per  1,000 
is  ; — 
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(2)  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH-RATE. 


1915- 

Urban  Districts  

8.9 

9.1 

Rural  Districts 

9.2 

10. 0 

Administrative  County 

9.1 

9.6 

England  and  Wales  (190Q-11)  ... 

7.6 

The  birth-rate  of  the  County,  which  showed  a gradual  decline  to  the 
year  1911,  increased  shghtly  during  1912  and  1913.  That  for  1915  is,  how- 
ever, the  lowest  yet  recorded,  and  must  be  looked  upon  with  considerable 
misgiving. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  is  not  permanent,  for  the  birth-rate  of  a nation 
is,  to  a large  extent,  an  index  of  its  virility. 


DEATH-RATE. 


The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during 
1915,  after  due  correction  for  residents  and  non-residents,  was 
1,668.  Of  these,  596  occurred  in  the  Urban  districts  and  1,072  in 
the  Rural  districts.  The  following  table  shows  how  these  deaths 
are  distributed  and  the  rates  per  1,000  persons  hving 


iSo.  of 
Deaths 

X9I5- 

Death- 

rate 

1915- 

Death- 

rate 

1914. 

Urban  Districts. 

I.  Bromyard  . . 

23 

14.7 

239 

2.  Hereford  City 

325 

15-3 

15-2 

3.  Kington 

29 

18.6 

11.8 

4.  Ledbury 

47 

16.0 

II. 2 

5.  Leominster  . . 

80 

151 

14.7 

6.  Ross  . , 

92 

21.5 

137 

Rural  Districts. 

I.  Bredwardine 

26 

14. 0 

12.7 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

III 

00 

H 

12-9 

3.  Dore 

120 

19.9 

14-8 

4.  Hereford 

219 

18. 1 

10-2 

5.  Kington 

73 

15.6 

13.6 

6.  Ledbury 

130 

151 

14-6 

7.  Leominster  . . 

122 

16. 1 

12.8 

8.  Ross 

95 

9.4 

III 

9.  Weobley 

96 

151 

14.6 

10.  Whitchurch 

34 

221 

I7S 

II.  Wigmore 

46 

12.5 

no 

13 


CRUDE  DEATH-RATES  OF  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


{Per  1,000  persons  living.) 


Urban  Districts  

1915- 

16. 2 

1914. 

14. 8 

Rural  Districts  . , . . 

15-3 

12-7 

Administrative  County 

15.6 

13-5 

England  and  Wales 

14.8 

13-4 

England  and  Wales 

I5-I 

14-0 

In  the  Urban  districts  the  highest  death-rate  (21.5)  is  recorded 
in  Ross,  and  the  lowest  (14.7)  in  Bromyard.  Ledbur\'  had  the 
lowest  death-rate  in  1914. 

In  the  Rural  districts  the  highest  death-rate  (22.1)  is  found 
in  Whitchurch,  and  the  lowest  (9.4)  in  Ross. 

These  figures  represent  the  crude  death-rates. 


STANDARDIZED  DEATH-RATES. 

The  Standardized  Death-rates  (formerly  called  the  Corrected  Death- 
rates)  are  the  rates  which  would  have  been  recorded  had  the  sex  and  age 
constitution  of  the  populations  of  the  several  areas  been  identical  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales  as  enumerated  in  1901. 

The  Standardized  Death-rates,  therefore,  represent  the  Crude  Death- 
rates  multiplied  by  the  respective  Standardizing  Factor  in  order  to  make 
correction  for  differences  of  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  several  popu- 
.lations  in  1911  as  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  in  1901. 

Dr.  Stevenson  of  the  General  Register  Office  has  kindly  supplied  the 
factors. 


14 


Below,  the  standardized  death-rates  are  given  and  compared 
with  the  crude  death-rates  : — 


Crude 
Death- 
rate,  1915. 

Standard- 

izing 

Factor. 

. Standardized 

I Death- 
1 rate,  1915. 

Urban  Districts. 

) 

1 

1 

Bromyard 

1 

14 

•7 

! -8537 

12.5 

Hereford  City 

15 

•3 

1 . 9068 

13-9 

Kington 

iS 

.6 

; -7783 

14  = 4 

Ledbury 

16 

.0 

0 

00 

13-3 

Leominster 

15 

.1 

.8494 

IZ.9 

Ross  . . 

21 

• 5 

.8558 

18.4 

Rural  Districts. 

/ 

Bredwardine 

14 

.0 

.8212 

II-5 

Bromyard 

14 

.8 

•7833 

II. 6 

Dore 

19 

9 

.8095 

16. 1 

Hereford 

18 

I 

•8143 

14-7  , . 

Kington 

15 

6 

.7712 

12.0 

Ledbury 

15 

I 

•8473 

12.8 

Leominster 

16 

I 

.7792 

12.6 

Ross  . . . . . . ' 

9 

4 

.8097 

7.6 

Weobley 

15. 

I 

•7726 

II. 6 

Whitchurch  .. 

22. 

I 

•7938 

17.6 

Wigmore 

12. 

5 

•7936 

K).0 

Urban  Districts  . . ; 

Rural  Districts  . . ^ 

16. 

15. 

2 

■3 

.8701 

•7997 

14. 1 

12-2 

Administrative  County^ 

15- 

6 

. 8229 

12-8 

In  1915  the  Standardized  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  . . 14. S 

,,  ,,  „ „ less  the  244  Towns  13.t> 

„ „ ,,  „ 14S  Smaller 

Towns  14.2 

„ „ » „ 96  Great  Towns  (including  London)  15.9 

„ „ ,,  London  16.1 


15 


The  crude  death-rate  of  the  County  for  1915  is  2.1  per  1,000 
higher  than  that  for  1914.  • 

It  must  be  remembered  that  too  much  attention  need  not  be 
paid  to  fluctuations  in  the  death-rates  of  small  districts  taken 
separately.  Also^  the  two  years’  W ar  has  led  to  much  migration 
and  disturbance  in  the  population,  rendering  an  accurate  estimate 
somewhat  difficult. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY, 

The  death-rate  among  infants  under  one  vear  remains  at  a 
fairly  satisfactorj'  figure,  but  is  higher  than  that  of  1914. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  refers  to  the  number  of  children 
who  die  under  one  year,  per  1,000  births.  During  the  year  there 
were  72  deaths  in  the  Urban  and  90  deaths  in  the  Rural  districts  of 
children  under  one  year — in  all  162. 


Urban. 

1.  Bromyard  . . 

2.  Hereford  City 

3.  Kington 

4.  Ledbur>' 

5.  Leominster  . . 

6.  Ross  . . 

Rural, 
t.  Bredwardine 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

3.  Dore  . . 

4.  Hereford 

5.  Kington 

6.  Ledbury 

7*  Leominster  . . 

8.  Ross 
9-  Weobley 

10.  Wfiiitchurch 

11.  Wigniore 


No.  of 

Deaths. 

Rate 

1915- 

Rats 

1914. 

I 

31 

Ill 

34 

80 

106 

I 

28 

0 

9 

143 

70 

16 

130 

115 

II 

172 

102 

I 

20 

27 

II 

76 

99 

8 

73 

53 

1^5 

66 

31 

5 

53 

50 

16 

96 

87 

10 

66  j 

3S 

4 

36 

46 

10 

87 

75 

5 

167 

97 

5 

57 

54 

i6 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  URBAN  AND  RURAL 
DISTRICTS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

{Per  1,000  Births.) 


i ^915- 

1914. 

Urban  Districts  ...  ...  ...! 

97 

100 

Rural  Districts 

70 

58 

Administrative  County'  ...  ...1 

80 

73 

England  and  Wales  (less  the  244  ' 

towns)  ...  ...  ...' 

98 

93 

The  rate  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  higher  by  7 per  1,000 
births  than  that  for  1914. 

In  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  rate  in  1915  was  _iio 
per  1,000  births. 

In  the  96  great  towns  it  was  117  per  1,000  births.  In  the 
148  smaller  towns  it  w^as  114  per  1,000  births. 

i 

GENERAL  REMARKS— Infant  Mortality. 

In  the  City  of  Hereford  a system  of  Health  Visiting  is  in  force. 

In  his  Report,  the  ^ledical  Officer  gives  an -exhaustive  report 
of  the  good  work  done  by  his  Health  Visitor.  Special  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  feeding  of  infants,  and  in  tliis  connection  he 
remarks  : — The  majority  of  the  infants  (80.6%)  were  breast- 
fed. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  improper  feeding  was  directly 
or  indirecth"  the  cause  of  death  in  the  majority  of  cases.” 

The  .Sanitary'  condition  of  the  houses  involved  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  an  exhaustive  enquiry  in  the  City  points 
to  there  being  no  particular  adverse  influence  unduly  affecting 
infant  hfe,  other  than  want  of  knowledge  as  to  care  in  feeding. 

In  none  of  the  other  districts  is  any  special  mention  made  of 
the  mortality  amongst  infants. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  death-rate  amongst  infants  is  con- 
siderably higher  than  that  of  last  year. 

In  the  Urban  districts  of  Leominster,  Ross  and  Ledbury 
the  rates  per  1,000  births  were,  respectively,  130,  172  and  143. 
In  Ross  the  high  rate  was  to  some  extent  accounted  for  by  an 
epidemic  of  measles,  over  half  the  deaths  being  due  to  this  disease 
and  pulmonary'  complications.  In  Leominster,  pulmonary  troubles 
and  w'asting  diseases  of  infancy,  caused  more  than  half  the  deaths, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Ledbury'. 

Without  paying  too  much  attention  to  a high  rate  of  mortality 
among  infants  in  any'  year  in  a district,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
these  rates  are  abnormally  high  for  small  urban  areas  in  a rural 


17 

county,  iloreover,  a study  of  the  causes  of  death  shows  that 
they  are  all  preventible. 

No  stronger  argument  could  be  forthcoming  for  the  adoption 
of  Health  Visiting.  Lives  are  undoubtedly  being  wasted,  and 
to  what  purpose  is  the  introduction  of  a system  of  Notification 
of  Measles  and  Notification  of  Births  if  an  Authority  does  not 
provide  the  advice  for  saving  these  valuable  lives  ? 

Never  was  there  greater  need  to  save  ev'erj'  child  bom  than 
at  the  present  moment. 

I consider  it  vejy-  desirable  that  the  profusions  of  the  Noti- 
fication of  Births  Act  should  be  energetically  carried  out  for  the 
County  as  a whole.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a pre- 
ventible mortality  amongst  infants  in  the  Rural  areas,  and  it  is 
unquestioned  that  the  m,ethod  of  rearing  and  tending  infants  in 
the  country  parts  leaves  m.uch  to  be  desired. 

The  administrative  duties  arising  out  of  the  Act  may  be 
carried  out  either  by  Sanitary'  Authorities  or  County  Councils. 

Considering  that  it  is  not  hkely  to  prove  economical  or 
practicable  for  small  districts  to  appoint  Health  Visitors,  I have 
advised  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  adopt  the  Act  for  the 
County  outside  Hereford  City.  The  matter  should  not  be  postjxjned 
until  the  end  of  the  War.  It  is  overdue  now. 

Illegitimacy. 

The  mortality  amongst  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  is 
usually  found  to  be  higher  than  amongst  other  infants. 

There  were  in  the  County  during  1915,  136  illegitimate  birtlis, 
with  an  infant  mortality'  rate  of  81  per  1,000  births,  the  corres- 
ponding rate  among  legitimate  children  being  80. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE,  Etc. 

By  the  above  term  is  meant  the  deaths  from  the  Principal 
Infectious  Diseases,  and  the  Table  below  gives  the  death  rates 
per  1,000  persons,  and  compares  them  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales. 


H 

0 

a* 

2 

.5 

2 

^0 

© 

0 

Annual  Death* 

Per  tOUO  Births. 

"3 

a 

05 

1 

JZ  3 

2 

© 5 

II 

> 

DtarrhfVa  and 
Kotontia 
(under  i years). 

Urban  Districts 

0.00 

0.217 

0.109 

0.136 

0.160 

0.027 

0.190 

9.46 

Rural  Districts  .... 

0.00 

0.042 

0.057 

0.114 

0.057 

0.057 

0.443 

3.11 

Administrative  Co. 

0.00 

0.103 

0.075 

0.122 

0.094 

0.047 

0.355 

5.43 

Fnj;Ianfl  and  Wulc.s 
dess  the  2-14  towns) 

0.00 

0.32 

0.05 

0.19 

0.14 

0.04 

0.67 

9.79 

B 
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i8 

The  death-rates  from  the  principal  Infectious  Diseases  for 
1915  are  less  favourable  than  last  year.  The  death-rates  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever 
are  all  higher,  and  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  Fever 
the  rates  are  even  in  excess  of  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  mortality  from  Enteric  Fever  is  accounted  for  by  the 
importation  into  the  County  of  a few  bad  cases  from  outside. 
I consider  the  other  rates  could  have  been  lessened  by  better 
Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  jmd  a system  of  Health 
Visiting. 

The  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  only  takes  into 
account  those  under  two  years  of  age,  and  is  calculated  per  1,000 
births. 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Urban 

Districts 

Rural 

Districts 

AiLnin. 

County 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

t 

0 

ileasles 

8 

3 

II 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

8 

. * 13 

Diphtheria 

6 

4 

10 

Enteric  Fever.. 
Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

I 

4 

5 

(under  2 years) 

7 

4 

II 

Totals  . . 

31 

27 

58 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  1915,  124  deaths  were  directly  attributable 
to  tuberculosis.  Of  this  number  100  of  the  deatlis  were  caused 
by  Pulmonary'  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis),  and  24  by  other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Compared  with  1914,  therefore,  there  were  16  more  death.s  \ 
from  aU  forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  ii  more  from  Tuberculosis  of 
the  Lungs  (Phthisis). 


PHTHISIS. 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  (Phthisis). — The  number  of  deaths  froui 
Phthisis  in  the  Administrative  County  during  1915  was  100,  ot 
which  40  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  60  in  the  Rural  districts.  The 
rates  per  1,000  persons  for  the  separate  districts  are  : — 
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No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1915- 

1 Rate  per 
1,000 

1914. 

Urban  Districts. 

I.  Bromyard  . . 

6 

3.83 

1.17 

2.  Plereford  City 

14 

.66 

1-23 

3.  Kington 

2 

1.28 

1.69 

4.  Ledbury 

3 

1-02 

.69 

5.  Leominster  . . 

8 

1-52 

.70 

6.  Ross 

7 

1-63 

106 

Rural  Districts. 

I.  Bredwardine  . . ' 

2 

1.08 

•51 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

4 

•53 

1.40 

3.  Dore  . . 

9 

1-49 

.78 

4,  Hereford 

15 

1-24 

.66 

5.  Kington 

5 

107 

.41 

6.  Ledbury 

8 

'93 

•44 

7.  Leominster  . . 

4 

•53 

•38 

8.  Ross  . . 

i 

3 

•30 

.48 

9.  Weobley 

8 

1-25 

•30 

10.  Whitchurch 

I 

.65 

.66 

II.  Wigraore 

I 

•27 

•55 

Calculated  on  the  total  number  of  deaths  returned,  the  rates 
for  Urban  and  Rural  areas  and  Administrative  County  are  : — 


No.  of 

Rate  per  i.ooo 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths. 

persons^  1915- 

persons^  1914 

Urban  Districts 

40  . 

109 

I 09 

Rural  Districts  . . 

60 

.86 

.61 

Administrative  County 

100 

•94 

.78 

The  Phthisis  crude  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1914 
was  1.045,  and  for  Rural  Districts  (England  and  Wales)  .744  per 
1,000  hving. 

The  rate  in  the  Administrative  County  is  higher  than  in  1914 
by  .16,  and  lower  than  in  1913  by  .03  per  1,000  persons  hving. 
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OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  1915  there  were  24  deatlis  (12  in  the  Urban  and  12 
in  the  Rural  Districts),  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  giving 
the  following  rates  ; — 


Urban. 

Total  Tubercu- 
losis Rate  per 
1,000  {includ- 
ing Phthisis). 

1915.  1 1914. 

1 

■■  Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis”  Rate 
per  1,000  {exclud- 
ing Phthisis). 
1915.  1 1914. 

Bromyard  . . . . 4 

3 

83 

2 

33 

0 

00 

I 

17 

Hereford 

0 

94 

I 

44 

0 

28 

0 

22 

Kington 

I 

.91 

I 

69 

0 

64 

0 

00 

Ledbur>' 

I 

36 

0 

69  ^ 

0 

34 

0 

00 

Leominster 

I 

■52 

I 

40 

0 

00 

0 

70 

Ross  . . 

2 

■56 

I 

06 

0 

93 

0 

00 

Rural. 

Bredwardine  . . 

I 

• 62 

0 

51 

0 

•54 

0 

00 

Bromyard 

0 

.66 

I 

53 

0 

13 

0 

13 

Dore  . . 

I 

• 82 

I 

09 

0 

33 

0 

31 

Hereford 

I 

•24 

0 

66 

0 

00 

0 

00 

Kington 

I 

■ 28 

0 

41 

0 

.21 

0 

00 

Ledbury  . . . ; 

0 

•93 

0 

66 

0 

00 

0 

22 

Leominster 

0 

.66 

0 

•51 

0 

•13 

0 

13 

Ross  • . 

0 

• 40 

0 

.48 

0 

10 

0 

00 

Weobley 

I 

56 

0 

30 

0 

31 

0 

00 

Whitchurch  . . 

I 

30 

I 

32 

0 

•65 

0 

66 

Wigmore 

0 

82 

0 

82 

0 

55 

0 

27 

“TOTAL  TUBERCULOSIS”  AND  “OTHER  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES” 
RATES,  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE 

COUNTY. 


Total  Tubercu- 

Other  Forms  of 

losis  Rate  per 

Tuberculosis”  Rate 

1,000  {includ- 

per  1,000  {exclud- 

ing  Phthisis). 

ing  Phthisis). 

1915- 

1914. 

1915- 

1914. 

Urban  Districts  . . 

1.42 

1.36 

0-33 

0.27 

Rural  Districts 

1-03 

0.72 

0.17 

H 

M 

0 

Administrative  County 

1. 16 

0.94 

0.22 

0.17 
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NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING 

1915. 


Pidmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 

T uberculosis. 

No.  of 
cases 
Notified. 

*Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

No.  of 
cases 
Notified. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population: 

Urban  Districts 

124 

3-37 

12 

.33 

Rural  Districts  

no 

1-57 

20 

.29 

Admin.  County 

234 

2. 19 

32 

•30 

England  (excluding 
London) 

54.510 

1.90 

17.761 

.62 

* Rates  calcxilated  upoa  estimated  Civil  population  at  mid-year,  1915. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  MEASURES  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  administrative  measures  at  our  disposal  for  combating 
Tuberculosis  are  given  fully  in  previous  Reports. 

1.  N’otification  of  all  cases  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Bacteriological  examination  of  Sputa  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

3.  Disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding. 

4.  Distribution  of  literature  for  educative  purposes,  and  of  Sputum 
bottles. 

5.  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk  for  the  Tubercle  Bacillus,  and 
the  tuberculin  testing  of  dairy  cows. 

6.  Improvement  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

7.  Treatment  in  Dispensaries,  Hospitals,  and  Sanatoria. 

Even  at  the  present  time,  when  we  are  cariying  on  with  a 
reduced  Staff,  most  of  these  administrative  measures  are  being 
actively  pursued.  Unfortunately,  remedial  measures  under  the 
Housing  Acts  are  in  abeyance. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  from  suspected 
tuberculous  cows  is  also  temporarily  stopped. 


Notification. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year.  Although  notification  is  becoming  more  general,  there 
is  still  considerable  laxity  obsen,'able.  It  cannot  be  too  often 
stated  that  it  is  essenti^  that  cases  should  be  notified  at  the 
earhest  possible  moment.  The  longer  the  delay  in  doing  so,  the 
smaller  the  chances  of  recover\'. 

On  the  part  of  patients  themselves  there  is  now  little  or  no 
objection  to  their  cases  being  notified,  and  Authorities  can  only 
look  to  the  active  co-operation  of  practitioners  in  bringing  to  our 
knowledge  all  suspected  cases. 

During  1915  rather  fewer  cases  were  notified  than  in  the 
previous  year — both  of  pulmonaiy  and  non-pulmonaiy-  forms. 
The  female  cases  of  Phthisis  are  in  excess  of  the  male,  and  this  is 
ver>-  noticeable  in  the  Rural  districts. 

The  distribution  of  the  non-pulmonar\'  cases  does  not  varj' 
much  from  that  of  last  year. 

A considerable  number  of  school  children  have  been  notified 
and  children  are  largely  referred  by  the  School  iledical  Officers  to 
the  Dispensaries  for  advice  and  treatment. 


\ 
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These  Of-ures  refer  to  the  cases  which  have  been  reported  to  me  weekly  by  the  District  Medical  Ollicers  of  Health— not  to  the  returns  ii 

their  Annual  Reports. 
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The  Cnunly  Lab()rator\-  has  been  a great  boon  in  providing 
for  all  the  bacteriological  work  arising  out  of  the  scheme. 

The  Sanitan.'  Authorities  have  carried  out  disinfectum 
of  premises  wherever  it  was  called  for,  and  have  attempted  to 
deal  with  cases  of  overcrowding  and  unsuitable  dweUings  so  far 
as  they  were  able  to  do  so. 

I,  however,  consider  that  an  immense  amount  of  work  remains 
to  be  done  in  connection  with  the  deplorable  housing  condition! 
under  which  many  tul>erculou5  persons  exist  in  this  County. 

Treatment. 

{'a)  DiSPEXS.-iRIES. 

The  number  of  cases  wlrich  received  attention  at  the  County 
Dispensaries  during  1915  is  given  in  the  annexed  Table. 

In  addition  to  this  information,  it  may  be  further  noted 
that  during  the  year  the  Dispensaries  dealt  with  3,156  separate 
attendances  of  patients  ; 719  tubercuhn  injections  were  adminis- 
tered to  an  average  of  24  patients  per  quarter,  and  237  (loi  insured 
and  136  uninsured)  new  cases  came  under  review.  / 

The  work  generally  was  much  hampered  by  the  Chnical 
Tuberculosis  Officer  leaving  for  service  in  the'  R.A.^M.C.  on 
July  1st. 

The  Council  approved  the  following  temporary’  measures, 
during  his  absence  : — ' 

(1)  To  continue  the  Dispensaries  as  far  as  possible  with  the 

remaining  Staff  and  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Lowe, 
the  A-ssistant  M.O.H. 

(2)  To  substitute  Home  Visitation  by  the  Xursing  .Staff  to 

compensate  for  the  fewer  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries 
— the  Rural  Dispensaries  to  be  visited  less  frequently 
and  to  be  used  mainly  for  examination  of  patients 
and  as  collecting  stations.  • 

(3)  Tuberculin  injections  to  be  given  only  at  the  Hereford 

Central  Dispensary,  and  travelling  expenses  of  any 
rural  cases  to  Hereford  Dispensary-  for  injections  to 
be  defrayed. 

The  above  have  been  given  effect  to,  and  at  the  request  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  notice  of  the  changes  has  been 
made  to  them. 

During  the  early  part  of  1916  the  necessity  of  further  cur- 
tailing the  Dispensaries  was  considered,  with  the  result  that  the 
Stations  at  Wigmore  and  W'eobley  were  discontinued  for  the 
time  being.  In  the  case  of  Wigmore,  the  attendances  had  been 
relatively  few,  but,  on  the  contrary,  Weobley-had  always  produce'! 
a fair  number  of  cases  for  supervision.  They  are  now  dealt  with 
at  the  Hereford  and  Leominster  Centres. 
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The  six  remaining  Dispensaries,  therefore,  are  being  con- 
tinued, the  Central  one  at  Hereford  being  held  twice  weekly,  and 
the  other  five  Rural  Stations  visited,  for  the  time  being,  once 
everv  three  or  four  weeks.  They  are  invaluable  as  collecting 
stations,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  could  be  dispensed 
with. 

(6)  iNSTITUTrOX.U.. 

The  advent  of  war  at  once  had  the  effect  of  modifying  the 
Council’s  proposals  as  to  the  provision  of  Institutional  treatment. 
It  was  recognised  that  it  was  impossible  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs  to  contemplate  the  building  of  a County  Sanatorium. 

Accordingly,  the  Council  decided  to  take  12  beds  at  an 
approved  Sanatorium,  at  a total  cost  not  exceeding  £1,200  a year 
for  uninsured  persons,  and  4 beds  (3  male  and  i female)  were  obtained 
at  the  Knightwick  Sanatorium,  and  were  occupied  on  January'  25th, 
1916.  The  full  12.  beds  (8  male  and  4 female)  were  occupied  by 
March  30th,  1916. 

It  has  been  further  agreed  to  take  12  additional  beds  for 
insured  persons,  at  a similar  expenditure,  subject  to  an  agreement 
being  sealed  between  the  Council  and  the  Insurance  Committee, 
by  which  the  latter  body  pay  to  the  Council  a sum  equal  to  yld. 
per  insured  person  entitled  to  Sanatorium  Benefit  resident  in 
the  area  of  that  Committee. 

This  agreement  has  now  been  carried  through,  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  the  beds  have  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Cases  sent  to  Sanatoria. 

Tvventy-one  insured  cases  have  been  sent  to  Sanatoria  during 
the  year,  but  during  the  year  it  became  incumbent  upon  the 
Insurance  Committee  to  reduce  the  number  of  their  beds  at 
Institutions.  There  was,  howe\  er,  only  a ver>'  short  period  without 
Institutional  treatment,  as  the  County  Council  beds  became 
available  equally  for  Insured  and  Uninsured  persons  in  Januaiy, 
1916. 

Males.  Females. 

No.  applying  for  Sanatorium  Benefit  ...  27  ...  16 

No.  sent  to  Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  12  ...  9 

Those  not  sent  to  an  Institution  received  domiciliarv’  treat- 
ment. 

Shelters. 

The  Council  possess  37  Shelters,  wliich  have  been  lent  out 
to  suitable  insured  and  uuinsured  cases,  and  I am  glad  to  report 
that  the  benefit  derived  from  their  use  has  been  very  encouraging. 
Ihe  best  results  have  been  obtained  where  they  have  been  occupied 
patients  who  have  had  some  training  in  a Sanatorium. 
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Extra  Nourishment. 

During  1915  a grant  of  extra  nourishment  was  made  by  the 
Insurance  Committee  to  Insured  patients,  costing  in  the  aggre- 
gate £224  gs.  od. 

Domiciliary  Attention. 

Domicihaiy-  treatment  rendered  to  Insured  persons  by  medical 
practitioners  was  estimated  to  cost  £612  during  the  year  1915. 
For  these  figures  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Ping,  Clerk  to  the  Insurance 
Committee. 


> 


\\  igmorc  ,,  Ry  appointment 
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Nursing  Arrangements. 

These  are  the  same  as  described  in  1913  Report,  and  have 
worked  well/  In  addition  to  attendance  at  the  Dispensaries 
doiuiciliar\-  visitation  is  made  to  notified  rural  cases,  as  soon  after 
notification  as  possible. 

On  the  occasion  of  these  visits  the  Nurse  takes  special  note 
of  sleeping  accommodation,  feeding,  ventilation,  possible  contacts 
etc. 

Observation  Beds. 

Negotiations  to  carr>'  out  a proposal  for  obtaining  these  ha'.  e 
been  postponed  for  the  present. 

CANCER. 

During  the  past  year  149  deaths  in  the  County  were  due  to 
Cancer,  ^ occurring  in  the  Urban  districts  and  92  in  the  Rural  dis- 
tricts. The  number  of  deaths,  with  rates,  in  the  various  districts 
are  : — / 


No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rates  ■per 
1,000 

19^5- 

j Rates  per 
1,000 

1 1914- 

Urban. 

I.  Bromyard  . . 

3 

1.92 

1 

3-50 

2.  Hereford  City 

34 

1-60 

1 .22 

3.  Kington 

4 

2.56 

1. 12 

4.  Ledbury' 

4 

1.36 

0.89 

5.  Leominster  . . 

4 

0-76 

1.05 

6.  Ross  . . . . . . ■ 

8 

1.87 

1.48 

Rural. 

I.  Bredwardine 

2 

1.08 

2.04 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

12 

1-60 

1.28 

3.  Dore  . . 

15 

2.49 

1.40 

4.  Hereford 

18 

1.49 

0.88 

5.  Kington 

7 

1.50 

o-8i 

6.  Ledbury 

7 

o-8i 

1.44 

7.  Leominster  . . 

10 

1.32 

1.26 

8.  Ross  . . 

5 

0.49 

0-29 

9.  Weobley'  ^ . 

II 

1-72 

1.36 

10.  Whitchurch 

I 

0.65 

0-66 

II.  Wigmore 

4 

1-09 

1-37  _ 

cancer  rate  in  urban  and  rural  districts  and  in 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


Rate  per 

1,000 

1915- 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1914. 

Urban  Districts 

H 

1 

1-29 

•Rural  Districts 

I-3I 

1.08 

Administrative  County  . . 

1-39 

I-I5 

England  and  Wales  . . 

— 

1.06 

Do.  Do.  (Rural  Districts) 

— 

1. 10 

The  death-rate  from  Cancer  in  Herefordshire  is  higher  than 
that  of  last  year. 

The  Crude  Cancer  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales,  years 
1906-10,  was  .939. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases,  returned  by 
the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  as  notified  during  the  year 
1915  was  826 — 345  cases  having  been  notified  in  the  Urban  and 
481  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  diseases  included  in  these  figures  are  Diphtheria, 
Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Pueqjeral  Fever,  SmaU- 
ix)x.  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  Ophthalmia  Xeonatouun 
and  Tuberculosis. 
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The  distribution  and  attack  rates  per  i.ooo  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, are  as  below  ; — 


( A’o.  0/ 

Cases 

1915- 

AitacH 

Rate  per  1,000 

1915. 

Urban  Districts. 

I.  Bromyard 

12 

7-67 

2.  Hereford  ... 

194 

9.14 

3.  Kington 

23 

14.72 

4.  Ledbury-  ...  

19 

6.48  . ■ 

5.  Leominster... 

61 

11.58 

6.  Ross 

36 

8.40 

Rural  Districts. 

I.  Bredwardine 

20 

10.78 

2.  Bromyard 

25 

3-33 

3-  Dore  

20 

3-31 

4.  Hereford  ... 

104 

8.60 

5.  Kington 

32 

6.86 

5-57 

6.  Ledbury- 

48 

7.  Leominster 

52 

6.87 

8.  Ross 

100 

9.86 

g.  Weobley' 

69 

10.82 

10.  Whitchurch 

I 

" 0.65 

II.  Wigmore  ... 

10 

2-73 

SMALLPOX. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  notified  during  the  year 
throughout  the  County. 


VACCINATION. 

Of  the  children  born  in  the  City  of  Hereford  during  the  year 
only  one-third  were  vaccinated. 

The  Hedical  Officer  of  Health  refers  to  the  unfortunate  increase 
of  the  “ Conscientious  ” objections  to  Vaccination,  which  during 
the  year  amounted  to  50  % of  the  births.  Among  School  children 
examined  in  the  City,  24.2%  had  not  been  vaccinated.  Amon^ 
School  children  examined  in  the  County  Education  area 
showed  no  vaccination  marks. 

This  undoubtedly  is  a real  and  increasing  danger  and  a breach 
in  our  fine  of  defence  against  the  disease. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

During  the  year  io8  cases  were  returned  as  notified  in  the 
L'rban  and  232  in  the  Rural  districts — 340  in  all,  against  325  in 

19^4- 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution,  attack  rates, 
etc.,  in  the  various  districts  : — 


No.  of 
cases 

notified. 

* Attack 

Rate  per 
1,000 
popid’n. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Urban. 

I,  Bromyard  . . 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0-0 

2.  Hereford 

62 

2.92 

0.05 

95-1 

3.  Kington 

13 

8.32 

0-00 

7-7 

4.  Ledbury 

3 

1-02 

0.00 

0-0 

5.  Leominster  . . 

20 

3.80 

0.38 

00 

6.  Ross  . . 

10 

2-33 

0.23 

lO-O 

Rural. 

1.  Bredwardine 

16 

8-62 

H 

b 

CO 

57-0 

2.  Bromyard  . . 

II 

1.47 

0-00 

560 

3.  Dore  . . 

5 

0-83 

0-00 

00 

4.  Hereford 

45 

3-72 

0-00 

53-3 

5.  Kington 

13 

2.79 

0-00 

7-7 

6.  Ledbury 

23 

2-67 

0-00 

22-0 

7.  Leominster  . . 

23 

3-04 

0-13 

0-0 

8.  Ross 

69 

6.81 

O-IO 

8.7 

9.  Weobley 

24 

378 

0-00 

20-8 

10.  Whitchurch 

I 

065 

0 00 

0-0 

II.  Wigmore 

2 

0-55 

0.00 

0-0 

* The  rates  are  calculated  on  populations  at  mid-year,  1915. 


Attiwk  rates 

Urban  Districts  ...  

per  1,000  population. 

2-93 

Rural  Districts  ... 

3-31 

•A-dministrative  County 

3.18 

Lngland  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 

3-46 

A rather  lancer  number  of  cases  were  notified  than  in  1914, 
the  highest  number  of  cases  per  1,000  of  population  occurring  in 
the  Urban  District  of  Kington  and  the  Rural  District  of  Bred- 
wardine. 

In  the  Cit>'  of  Hereford  the  majority  of  the  cases  (88%)  were 
among  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

It  is  considered  by  the  H.O.H.  that  the  prompt  removal  of 
the  first  case  to  Hospital  goes  far  to  prevent  secondary  cases  in 
the  home. 

There  was  an  exceptional  number  of  cases  in  the  Bredwardine 
Rural  District,  resulting  in  two  deaths. 

In  no  district,'^  however,  was  there  anything  approaching  an 
epidemic.  ’ ‘ 

Steam  disinfection  is  only  available  in  the  case  of  Hereford 
City  and  Hereford  R,ural  District. 

Better  means  of  disinfection,  and  Hospital  accommodation 
for  the  prompt  removal  of  initial  cases  would,  no  doubt,  cut  short 
the  number  of  cases  which  occur  yearly  in  several  sanitan' 
districts. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1915  was 

JJ2 48  from  the  Urban  districts  and  64  from  the  Rural  districts, 

a'Tainst  114 — 36  Urban  and  78  Rural  in  1914.  The  following 
table  gives  the  distributions,  mortality  rates,  etc.  : — 


- 

A'o.  of 

cases 

noti- 

fied. 

* Attack 

Rate  per 
i.ooo 
popul'n. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

popiilatioyi. 

Percentage 
of  cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Urban. 

Bromyard 

3 

I -92 

0-64 

000 

Hereford  . . 

19 

090 

005 

68 . 00 

Kington  . . 

• • 

3 

1-92 

0.00 

0.00 

Ledbury  . . 

4 

1.36 

0-00 

0.00 

Leominster 

15 

2.85 

0.38 

0.00 

Ross 

4 

0-93 

0-47 

0.00 

Rxiral. 

Bredvvardine 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Bromyard 

I 

0.13 

0.00 

000 

Dore 

I 

0.17 

0-00 

0.00 

Hereford  . . 

17 

I 41 

0.25 

0.00 

Kington  . . 

3 

0-64 

0 00 

0.00 

I.,edbury  . . 

2 

0.23 

0-00 

0-00 

Leominster 

8 

I 06 

0-00 

0 

0 

0 

Ross 

9 

0.S9 

0.00 

22  0 ) 

\Veobley  . . 

21 

329 

0 . 16 

0.00 

UTiitchurch 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.00 

W’igmo  re 

2 

0-55 

0-00 

0.00 

* The  Rates  are  calculated  ou  populations  at  mid-year,  1915. 


Attack  rate 

per  1,000  population. 

Urban  Districts  ...  i 

1.30 

Rural  Districts ...  

0.91 

Administrative  County  

1.05 

England  and  Wales  (Administrative  Counties) 

1-39 

C 
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The  disease  was  not  more  prevalent  than  in  1914,  and  does 
not  call  for  much  comment. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  (63°o)  the  City  of  Hereford 
occurred  below  the  age  of  15  years.  Bacteriological  investigation 
was  extensively  used  in  the  control  of  the  disease. 

During  the  year  there  occurred  a nin  of  cases,  mostly  amon^^ 
children  at  Dilwyn,  in  the  W'eobley  Rural  District.  The  closing 
of  the  School  and  extensive  use  of  bacteriological  examinations 
kept  the  disease  within  well  defined  limits. 

Leominster  Urban  is  the  only  other  district  in  which  the 
Diphtheria  sickness  rate  was  at  all  disproportionate. 

TYPHOID  AND  ALLIED  FEVERS. 

Under  this  head  there  are  14  cases  to  record  ; 6 in  the  Urban 
and  8 in  the  Rural  districts.  Three  of  the  cases  were  among  the 
military.  The  distribution  and  mortaUty  rates  are.’as  follows  : — 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 


No.  of 

cases 

notified. 

*.\Uack 
Rate  per 
1,000 

population. 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population. 

Percentage 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Urban. 

Bromyard 

0 

0 .00 

0.00 

0.0 

Hereford  City 

2 

0-09 

0.05 

50-0 

Kington 

ti 

0.64 

0.00 

0.0 

Ledbury 

I 

0-34 

0.00 

0.0 

Leominster 

2 

0.38 

0,00 

0.0 

Ross 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Rural. 

Bredw’ardine  . . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Bromyard 

I 

0.13 

0.00 

0.0 

Dore 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Hereford 

I 

o.o8 

0.00 

00 

Kington 

tl 

0-21 

0.00 

0.0 

Ledbury 

0 

0-00 

Jo -12 

0.0 

Leominster 

3 

0-40 

0.40 

0.0 

Ross  . . . . 

I 

0 10 

0 00 

0.0 

Weobley 

0 

0-00 

0.00 

0.0 

Whitchurch  . . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

0.0 

Wigmore 

ti 

0.27 

0.00 

0.0 

• The  Rates  are  calculated  on  populations  at  mid-year,  1915. 

I Reported  as  military  cases. 

Transferable  death. 
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Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts  

Administrative  County  

England  and  Wales  (Administrativ'e  Counties) 


Attack  rates 
per  1,000  population 
o.i6 
O.II 
0.13 
1.72 


Practically  all  the  cases  which  occurred  were  imported,  and 
several  of  them  were  soldiers  returning  from  military,-  camps  on 
short  leave. 

During  the  year  there  was  not  a large  number  of  troops  left 
in  the  County. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

• There  were  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
year — one  from  the  Urban  districts  and  three  from  the  Rural 
districts. 

The  number  is  small,  and  none  terminated  fatally. 

In  the  practice  of  the  Midwives  of  the  County,  five  cases  are 
recorded.  This  would  point  to  some  lack  of  notification. 

In  the  administration  of  the  5Iid\vives’  Act,  much  care  is 
expended  to  pre\'ent  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  registered 
midwives. 


* Attack 

Deaths 

Percentage 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

per  1,000 

removed 

cases 

1,000 

popula- 

to 

notified. 

populat'n. 

tion. 

Hospital. 

Urban. 

Leominster 

I 

0.19 

0 

0 

0 

’0.00 

Rural. 


Do  re 

...|  I 

0.17 

0.00 

0.00 

Hereford  ... 

..  I 

0.08 

0.00 

0.00 

Ross 

...!  I 

O.IO 

0.00 

0.00 

* XLe  Rates  are  calculated  on  population  at  mid-year,  1915. 


Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts  ... 

Administrative  County  ...  

England  and  W'ales  (Administrative  Counties).. 


Attack  Rate 
per  1,000  population 
0.03 
0.04 
0.04 
0.05 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Since  Januan-  ist,  1914,  this  disease  is  on  the  hst  of  those 
compulsorily  notifiable. 

During  the  year  only  5 cases  were  notified — 3 from  the  Urban 
and  2 from  the  Rural  Districts. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  from  the  Ledbur\'  Urban  district. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Six  cases  in  all  were  notified— three  from  Ledbur\-  Rural, 
two  from  Ross  Jlural,  and  one  from  Ross  Urban.  In  fi\e  of  them 
at  least  the  infection  was  probably  con\'eyed  by  soldiers  returning 
on  leave  from  militaiy-  centres.  Bacteriological  examination  of 
throat  .swabs  was  largely  taken  ad\antage  of. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 


It  is  undesirable  at  the  present  time  to  insert  in  Reports 
anything  other  than  essential  matter,  and  consequently  I do  not 
propose  to  reiterate  what  has  previously  been  stated  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  will  be  found  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  There  have 
been  no  developments  in  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  during 
the  year.  It  may,  however,  be  again  stated  broadly  that  the 
accommodation  in  the  County  is  anything  but  satisfactory-,  except 
in  the  City  of  Hereford. 

During  the  past  year  the  Local  Government  Board  have  drawn 
attention  to  the  nece^^sity  of  being  able  to  deal  with  possible, 
outbreaks  of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  more  especially  of  Small-pox. 

It  is  from  the  latter  disease  that  an  outbreak  may  reasonably 
be  expected,  and  owing  to  a steadily  increasing  “ unvaccinaterl  ’’ 
population  in  the  County,  such  a contingency  might  prove  for- 
midable. 


The  following  emergency  Hospitals  are  available  for  Small- 
pox ; — 

1.  Hereford  City,  12  beds. 

2.  Leominster  (il.B.),  5 beds. 

3.  Wigmore  R.D.,  3 beds. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  pointed  out  that  it  i' 
important  to  have  ready  such  administrative  buildings  and  orgamsa- 
tion  as  would  admit  of  a ready  equipment  of  the  necessary  bed'. 
This  is  possible  at  the  Hereford  City  Small-pox  Hospital  and 
probably  to  a less  extent  at  the  Leominster  one. 
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The  Hereford  City  Authority  was  approached  on  the  subject, 
and  have  offered  to  accept,  in  an  emergency  arising,  cases  from 
County  Districts  subject  to  the  Hospital  not  being  required  for 
cases  from  their  own  district. 

Leominster  could  also  deal  at  once  with  a small  number  of 
cases,  sufficient  to  give  time  for  an  extension. 

The  Burghill  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
(8  beds),  used  at  present  for  Scarlet  Fever,  but  originally  erected 
for  Small-pox,  could  be  utilised  in  the  absence  of  a serious  and 
concurrent  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  is  hoped  this  provisional  accommodation  would  give,  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak,  sufficient  opportunity  for  an  extension 
of  the  number  of  beds  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  Authorities. 

HOUSING. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  done  in  Housing 
beyond  what  was  actually  imperative. 

A considerable  amount  of  inspection  has  been  accomplished 
in  most  of  the  districts. 

Under  Section  69  (i),  only  one  house  has  been  reported  from 
the  Rural  Districts  “ represented  as  unfit,”  although  it  appears 
that  four  were  actually  “ represented  as  unfit  ” to  two  Authorities. 

As  I have  said  in  previous  Reports,  the  standard  of  Rural 
housing  in  this  County  is  shockingly  low,  and  when  we  return  to 
more  normal  times  more  activity  in  dealing  with  it  will  have  to 
be  shewn  in  some  districts. 

The  following  is  a summary'  of  the  Housing  work  accomplished 
during  the  year  1915.  .Several  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
evidently  do  not  discriminate  sufficiently  between  work  done 
under  Section  17  and  Sections  14  and  15  ; — 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909, 
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HOP-PICKERS. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Weobley,  Leominster  and  Hereford 
bve-laws  are  in  force  for  the  lodging  and  decent  accommodation 
oi  persons  engaged  in  the  picking  of  hops,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

The  Bromyard  and  Ledbuiy  Rural  District  Councils  have 
not  adopted  bye-laws. 

The  conditions  are  not  materially  changed  since  last  year. 

It  is  important,  at  this  time,  that  the  standard  attained 
previous  to  the  War  should  be  maintained. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  public  supplies  in  the  County  are  limited  for  the  most 
part  to  the  Urban  districts.  The  Rural  parts  are  supplied  almost 
entirely  by  shadow  wells,  which  in  many  cases  are  badly  con- 
structed and  open  to  pollution.  Many  of  these  j'ield  water  which 
is  not  chemically  or  bacteriologically  as  pure  as  it  ought  to  be. 
In  several  parts  of  the  County,  hamlets  and  collections  of  houses 
are  fortunate  in  having  a small  general  supply  piped  from  a spring 
on  the  neighbouring  hillside.  These  smaU  supphes  have  ever^'- 
thing  to  commend  them,  \*ielding  as  they  ahnost  invariably  do, 
when  properl}^  constructed,  an  e.Kcellently  pure  water  and  free 
from  any  risk  of  contamination.  An  extension  of  such  supplies, 
wherever  possible,  should  engage  the  attention  of  Sanitary 
Authorities. 

A large  number  of  Samples  ha\'e  been  examined  at  the  County 
Laboratory’’  during  the  year. 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Except  in  the  Urban  areas  there  are  only  a few  combined 
schemes  of  sewerage  throughout  the  County.  The  great  fault 
in  country  districts  is  the  indiscriminate  turning  of  all  drains  into 
water  courses.  Water  supplies,  under  such  conditions,  are  bound 
to  suffer., 

‘ No  new  work  of  an}’’  importance  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  further  reference  to  the  subject  at  present  is  un- 
necessary. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

In  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
as  to  the  scope  of  the  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  a section 
is  required  on  “ the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  P'ood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1875  to  1907,  witliin  that  part  of  the  County  in  which  the 
County  Council  have  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of  these  Acts.” 

I have  no  part  in  the  administration  of  this  Act.  This  is 
undertaken  by  the  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  the  County,  so 
tar  as  the  County  area  is  concerned.  The  City  of  Hereford  is  a 
separate  local  executive  Authority.  From  the  quarterly  Report  of 
that  Committee,  and  the  Annual  Report  of  the  City  of  Hereford, 
the  following  abstract  of  the  work  performed  throughout  the 
.’Vd minis trative  County  has  been  drawn  u^. 


County  of  Hereford. 


^umbtjr 

Adal- 

tcrated 

Name  of  Article 

of 

Samples 

T.kkea 

Genuine 

Remarks  • 

(1)  ililk  

55 

45 

10 

(1)  Six  samples  wer^.S'"' 

26%,  17%.  10%, 

1.20%  deficient  in  fat-11 
no  action  taken. 

One  sample  1.23%  (ig, 
ficient  in  fat — fined  /‘2. 

One  sample  20%’“  ,i.,. 
ficient  in  fat— Seller  cau- 

tioned. 

One  sample  1.17%  ad- 
ded water — fined  £3 

(2)  Butter  

21 

21 

(2)  Six  samples  cotitaiiiM 

Boracicpreservatives  rang- 
ing from  an  equivalent  of 

12  to  50%  Boric  .Vcid. 

One  sample  coutainin.; 

42%,  contained  15)"„ 
water. 

(3)  Tea...  

(4)  Lard 

1 

5 • 

1 

5 

(5)  Cheese 

1 

1 

(6)  Vinegar 

2 

2 

(7)  Pepper  

5 

5 

(8)  Ground  Ginger 

1 

1 

(9)  Sugar  

2 

2 

(10)  Whiskey 

T 

1 

(11)  Coffee 

4 

4 

/ 

(12)  Arrowroot  ... 

2 

2 

(13)  Glauber  Salts 

T 

■ 1 

Tot.\es 

101 

91 

10 

City  of  Hereford. 


(1)  Milk 

13 

13 

(1)  Of  the  13  samples  of 

milk,  8 were  certified  a.i 
genuine  and  of  good 
quality,  and  5 as  genui.nc. 
The  whole  of  the  samples 

were  free  from  preserva- 
tives. 

(2)  Cream 

3 

3 

(2)  These  were  certified  to 

be  of  good  quality  and 
free  from  preservatives- 

(3)  Cream  (preserved)... 

(4)  Sago  

7 

7 

(3)  Xone  of  the  samples 
contained  an  exce.ss  of 
preservative.  Two  were 
preserved  by  sterilisation, 
and  were  free  from  boron 
preservative.  The  chemi- 
cal analysis  showed  all  the 
samples  to  be  genuine. 

1 

1 

(5)  Butter 

12 

12 

(6)  Margarine 

2 

2 

(7)  Demerara  Sugar  ... 

I 

1 

(8)  Cheese 

6 

6 

(9)  Rice 

2 

2 

(10)  Oatmeal 

T 

1 

(11)  Mustard 

4 

4 

(12)  Coffee  

1 

1 

03)  Pepper  

7 

7 

Tot.\i, 

60 

60 

Grand  Total  for 

Adidnistrative  County 

161 

151 

10 

— 
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On  August  6th,  1912,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued 
“ The  Pubhc  Health  (Hilk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  19x2.” 

These  came  into  force  in  part  on  October  ist,  1912,  and  entirely 
on  January  ist,  1913. 

It  is  recommended  “ that  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should 
be  instructed  to  exercise  general  supervision  over  the  action  taken  in  pur- 
suance of  these  Regulations  and  that  the  Officer  of  the  Council  who  directs 
sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  should  be  instructed  to  confer  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  with  the  Public  Analyst  as  to  the  detads 
of  procedure  necessary  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  Regulations  in  the 
area  over  which  the  Council  has  supervision.” 

A recommendation  to  this  effect  has  been  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  to  the  Standing  Joint  Committee,  but  so  far 
no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  latter  Committee.  No  co-operation 
between  the  Committees  exists,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
exercises  no  supervision,'  It  would  appear  from  the  Reports  of  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  that  the  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream) 
Regulations,  1912,  have  not  yet  been  put  into  force.  ^ 

COUNTY  AND  CITY  LABORATORY. 

The  Laborator>^  for  the  use  of  the  County  and  City  at  132 
St.  Owen  Street,  Hereford,  was  opened  in  April,  1913. 

The  amount  of  work  carried  out  increased  during  iqi<  bv 
163  specimens.  j j 

It  is  fuUy  equipped  for  the  following  investigations  : 

1.  Chemical  examination  of  water. 

2.  Bacteriological  examination  of  water. 

3.  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

4.  Bacteriological  examination  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric 

Fever,  Phtliisis,  &c. 

5.  lEcroscopical  examinations  for  Skin  Diseases. 

6.  CentrifugaUsing  milk  for  deposit  and  examination  for 

Tubercle  Bacilh. 

7.  Examination  of  Films,  .S:c. 

Complete  outfits  are  supphed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
under  whose  personal  supen,-i.don  the  work  of  the  Laboratoiy  is 
conducted.  Positive  results  are  transmitted,  by  telephone  or  tele- 
gram,^ in  order  to  avoid  delay.  Xo  charge  is  made  for  the 
e.xamination  of  “ ordinary'  ” specimens  arising  from  the  routine 
work  of  any  Sanitarj'  Authority  in  the  County. 

Specimens,  however,  sent  by  the  general  pubhc  are  subject 
to  a modified  fee.  ^ 
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The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  1915  : — 


SPECIilEXS. 

Con- 

No. 

taminated. 

Passed. 

Chemical. 

Examinations  of  potable  waters 

69 

35 

34 

Bacteriological. 

Examinations  of  potable  waters. 

8 

I 

7 

77 

36 

41 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Microscopical. 

Examinations  for  Bacillus  Diph- 

therise 

302 

66 

236 

Examinations  for  Bacillus 

Tubercidosis  (sputum) 

197 

38 

159 

Examinations  for  Cerebro- 

Spinal  Fever  ... 

21 

3 

18 

Examinations  for  Puerperal 

Fever 

I 

0 

I 

Examinations  for  Bacillus 

• 

Coli  

I 

0 

I 

Examinations  for  Bacillus 

Typhosus  (Widal  Reaction)  .;. 

14 

2 

12 

Examinations  for  Ringworm 

6 

0 

6 

Examinations  for  Dysentery 

I 

I 

0 

Total  

543 

no 

433 

GItAND  TOTAL  ...  620  I46  474 
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THE  MIDWIVES  ACT. 


Administration. 

The  Midwives  Committee  supervise  the  administration  of 
this  Act.  The  visiting  of  the  midwives  is  carried  out  by  an 
Inspector  and  her  Assistants. 

Miss  Boden,  the  Inspector,  is  at  the  same  time  Superintendent 
of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and  her  Assistants,  Miss  Nesbitt 
and  Miss  Richards,  take  part  in  the  work  of  both  Authorities. 

They  are  also  the  servants  of  the  County  Council  in  so  far 
as  they  carry  out  duties  in  connection  with  the  County  Tuberculosis 
.Scheme. 

The  County  iledical  Officer  superintends  the  general  routine 
of  work,  gives  advice,  and  presents  the  report  on  the  Inspector’s 
work  to  the  Committee  quarterly.  Miss  Boden  and  her  Assistants 
have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority. 

From  the  summary  found  below,  which  Miss  Boden  has  pro- 
vided, it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  under  the  iMidwives  Act  is 
most  zealously  carried  out.  During  the  year,  122  midwives  gave 
notice  of  their  intention  to  practice. 


% 


44 


Midwives  Practising  in  the  County. 


Urban. 

Hereford  City  ... 

... 

13 

Ledbury  ... 

4 

Ross 

... 

4 

Kington 

. . • 

3 

Leominster 

1 

Bromyard 

2 

Rural. 

Alineley 

1 

Letton 

1 

Adforton 

1 

Limebrook 

...-  1 

.-Ishpertou 

• •J 

1 

Longrove 

• ... 

1 

Brockhamptoii  ... 

1 

Leysters  Pole  ... 

1 

Bosbury  ... 

1 

Leintwardiue 

I 

Bodenharn 

1 

Lea 

1 

Broad  Oak 

1 

Lyonshall 

. .. 

1 

Burghill 

1 

Lugwardiiie 

1 

Bush  Bank 

1 

Much  Cowarne 

1 

Bircher  ... 

1 

Moccas  ... 

1 

Birtley  ... 

1 

Madley  ... 

...  2 

Bromsash 

1 

Monkland 

...  1, 

Barrington 

1 

Moreton 

1' 

Bishops  Fronie  ... 

3 

Marden 

1 

Bullingham 

2 

Orcop  

1 

Cradley  ... 

2 

Orleton 

:..  1 

Clifford 

1 

Pipe  and  Lyde 

1 

Credenhill 

1 

Peterstow 

1 

Criseley  ... 

2 

Pontrilas 

....  2 

Cohvall 

1 

Putley  

2 

Dinedor  ... 

1 

Pencraig 

!.!  I 

Dorstone 

1 

Pembridgc 

I 

Dilwyn  ... 

2 

Peterchurch 

1 

Downton... 

1 

Stoke  Lacy 

1 

Eastnor  ... 

2 

Shucknall  Hill  ... 

1 

Eardisland 

1 

Steens  Bridge  ... 

1 

Fownhope 

2 

Strettou  Sugwas 

1 

Ganarew 

1 

Staiinton-on-Wye 

1 

Gorsley 

1 

Stockton 

1 ■ 

Hoar  withy 

1 

Tarrington 

1 

How  Caple 

1 

L'pton  Bishop 

1 

Holmer 

... 

1 

Vowchurch 

1 

Harewood  End 

1 

Weston-under- Penyard 

I 

Hampton  Bishop 

I 

Wacton  Green  ... 

1 

Hatfield 

1 

Withington 

o 

Howie  Hill 

1 

Weobley 

!!!  1 

Holme  Lacy 

1 

Whitbourne 

I 

Kingsland 

1 

Woolhope 

2 

Kimbolton 

1 

Yarpole  ... 

1 

Kings  Thorne  ... 

1 

— 

Kingstone 

... 

2 

Total 

122 

Little  Dewchurch 

1 

- 

- 
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Summary  of  the  Inspector’s  Work  from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1915. 


Regular  Inspections  of  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Special  Visits  of  Enquiry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Visits  to  non-registered  Women  reported  to  be  practising  ...  4 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 


Notifications  received — 

"Intention  to  practise"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

"Of  sending  for  Medical  Help"  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

"Of  Still-births"  ‘ 32 

Temporary  withdrawals  on  account  of  being  exposed  to  in- 
fection ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Died.  Recovered.  Total. 

Septic  Cases  ...  ...  ...  0 ...  5 ...  5 

Midwives  practising — 

Number  of  Trained  ilidwiV’es  working  under  Local  Nursing 

Associations  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  .Association...  34 
Trained  Midwives  working  under  Local  .Associations  not  affi- 


liated to  the  County  Nursing  .Association  ...  ...  ...  6 

Trained  Mid  wives  practising  on  their  own  account  ...  ...  21 

Bona-fide  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Total 122 


There  are  several  Midwives  resident  in  adjacent  Counties, 
and  not  included  in  the  above  list,  who  occasionally  take  cases 
in  Herefordshire,  and  regularly  notify  to  this  Authority  their 
intention  to  practise. 

Trained  Midwives  from  other  Counties  who  take  holiday  and 
emergency  work  in  the  County  receive  routine  inspection. 

One  new  District  (Lugwardine)  has  been  affiliated.  The  Whit- 
field District  is,  at  present,  in  abeyance,  and  the  Burgliill  District 
has  been  disaffiliated  from  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

During  the  year  the  Nurses  working  under  affiliated  Local 
Associations  have  attended  ; — 

Cases. 

As  Midwdves  ...  ...  ...  436 

As  Maternity  Nurses  under  Medical  Practitioners...  93 

Total  529, 

Four  County  Nurses  finished  training  during  1915. 

One  of  these  began  work  in  the  newly  affdiated  district  of 
Lugwardine. 

The  other  three  have  filled  vacancies  caused  by  resignations. 

Two  Nurses  were  in  training  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

[Signed)  A.  BODF.N, 

Inspector  of  Midudves. 
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It  will  be  obsen-efl  that  these  figures  show  a large  amount 
of  good  work  performed  during  1915. 

The  actual  number  of  practising  Midwi\-es  in  the  County  is 
fifteen  less  than  last  year.  It  is  ver\'  desirable  that  additions 
should  be  made  to  the  number  of  trained  i^fidwiv'es.  It  is  to  be 
expected  that  the  number  of  honk  fide  women  practising  in  the 
County  will  speedily  decrease. 

. Unregistered  Midwives. 

Continuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  stamp 
out  the  practice  of  unregistered  women. 

They  are  no  doubt  becoming  fewer  in  number,  and  those 
remaining,  who  are  suspected. of  practising,  are  ver>'  difficult  to 
deal  with.  The  fact  that  they  are  tempted  to  practise  at  all  is 
ver>-  largely  due  to  the  inadequate  supply  of  registered  women. 

Puerperal  Infection. 

With  reference  to  the  five  septic  cases  which  were  reported 
to  the  Inspector  during  the  year,  no  death  occurred.  Strict 
precautions  were  taken  in  each  case,  and  the  Midwives  withdrawn 
from  practice.  Three  of  the  five  cases  occurred  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives. 

Supply  and  Training  of  Mid  wives. 

The  number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  County  is  con- 
siderably less  than  last  year. 

There  are  several  areas  where  trained  women  are  much  wanted, 
and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  as  many  suitable  women  should 
be  initiated  for  training  as  possible.  The  County  Council  give  a 
grant  of  /150  a year  from  the  Higher  Education  Funds  towards 
training  women. 

While  it  is  recognised  that  the  County  Nursing  Association 
is  assiduous  in  seeing  that  such  women  receive  a suitable  training 
not  only  in  midwifeiy  but  in  general  nursing,  it  is  evident  that 
throughout  the  whole  country  there  is  a tendency  towards 
demanding  that  this  class  of  Nurses’  training  should  be  further 
extended  and  amplified.  If  such  were  the  case,  they  might  lx; 
included  in  County  Schemes  for  School  work  and  other  nursing.  . 

Grants. 

For  the  first  time,  the  County  Nursing  Association  have  been 
in  receipt  of  a grant  of  £120  for  the  year  1915.  Part  of  this  h^is 
been  assigned  in  respect  of  cases  of  Midwifery'  attended  by  Nurse 
^Edwives  of  the  affiliated  Associations  ; the  remainder  has  been 
utilised  for  training  Midwives. 
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PART  II. 

I.  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BROMYARD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Herbert  Joxes,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 


Area  (exclusive  of  water)  in  acres 
Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 
Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

Nett  death-rate 
Infantile  mortality 
Birth-rate  . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

Cancer  death-rate 


1915 

14.7 

31 

IS.G 

3.83 

0.00 

1.9-2 


HEREFORD  CITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
J.  \V.  Miller,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
.-Vrea  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . 
Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1915 

Aett  death-rate 
Infantile  mortality 
Birth-rate  . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate 
Cancer  death-rate 


1915 

15.3 
80 

18.4 
.60 
.-28 

1.00 


194 

1,703 

1,505 

18 

23 

1914 

23.9 

111 

15.7 

1.17 

1.17 

3.50 


5,031 

2-2,568 

21,219 

369 

325 

1914 

15.2 

100 

19.1 

1.22 

0.-22 

1.22 
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KINGTOX. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Richard  H.ardeng,  L.R.C.P.,  L.F.P.S. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  chstrict  during  1915  . . 
Xett  deatlis  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

Nett  death-rate 
Infantile  mortality  . / 

Birth-rate  . . 

Puhnonarj-  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

Cancer  death-rate 


857 

. . 

1,819 

. . 

1,562 

42 

29 

1915 

1914 

18.6  . 

11.8 

28 

0.0 

•20.2 

19.1 

1.28 

1.69 

.64 

0.00 

2.56 

1.12 

LEDBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


J.  ^IcKeax  Harrison,  il.B.,  B.Ch. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

Total  population,  1911  Census 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  tho  district  during  1915  . . 

Xett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1915 

Xett  death-rate 
Infantile  mortality 
Birth-rate  . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

Cancer  death-rate 


1915 

16.0 

143 

18.3 

1.0-2 

.34 

1.3G 


499 
3,358 
•2,9.34 
61 
45 
19H 
11 .2 
70 
16.8 
.69 
0.00 
0.89 


LEOiHXSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Robert  WiLLiAiis,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 
Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

X'ett  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during  1915 


8,728 

5,737 

5,269 

81 

80 
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1015 

Xett  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  _ ..  ..  15.1 

lafantile  mortality  . . , . . , . . . . 130 

Birth-rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21.5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  1.52 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  0.00 

Cancer  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .76 


ROSS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


A.  J.  CAiiPBEu:.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


.Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 
Total  population,  191 1 Census  .. 

Total  Civil  population  (estimated),  1915 
Deatlis  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 


Xett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

1915 

Xett  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21.5 

Infantile  mortality  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  172 

Birth-rate  ..  -.  ..  .-  -•  ..  -.  13.5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  1.63 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  .93 

Cancer  death-rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1.87 


1914 

14.7 

115 

21.4 

.70 

.70 

1.05 


536 

4,682 

4,285 

105 

92 

1914 

13.7 

102 

18.6 

1.06 

0.00 

1.48 


P 
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11.  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


BREDWARDIXE. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 


Thomas  E.  Hincks,  51. B.,  Ch.B. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

17,988 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

. . 

1,99.'> 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

1,8.76 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

20 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

26 

ID  15 

1011 

Nett  death-rate 

14.0 

12.7 

Infantile  mortality 

20 

27 

Birth-rate  . . 

25.0 

lfy.8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1 .08 

0.51 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.54 

0.00 

Cancer  death-rate 

1 .08 

2.04 

BR05IYARD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I  , D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

61,047 

Total  population,  1911  Census 

7,931 

Total  Civil  population,  1 915  (estimated) 

7,  .50  4 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

105 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

ni. 

1915 

1911 

Nett  death-rate 

14.8 

12.9 

Infantile  mortality 

76 

99 

Birth-rate  . . 

18.4 

20.6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

.53 

1.46» 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.13 

■ 0.13 

Cancer  death-rate  . . 

1.60 

1.28 

DORE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  ..  ..  ..  68.0j. 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,491 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated)  ..  ..  ..  ...  6,0'2s 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  iioring  1 915  ..  ..  .. 
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1915 

1914 

Xett  death-rate 

19.9 

14.8 

Infantile  mortality  

73 

53 

Birth-rate  . . 

17.2 

20.7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1.49 

0.78 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  .. 

.33 

0.31 

Cancer  death-rate 

2.49 

1.40 

HEREFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

.Vn.'a  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

65,669 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

13,597 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

. . 

12,092 

Deatlis  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

216 

Xett  deatlis  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

219 

1915 

1914 

Xett  death-rate 

18.1 

10.2 

liiiuntile  mortality 

66 

31 

Birth-rate  . . 

16.6 

16.4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1.24 

0.66 

Of  her  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

Cancer  death-rate 

1.49 

0.88 

KLNGTOX. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

Richard  Harding,  L.R.C.P.,  L.F.P.S. 

.Vrea  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  .. 

44,031 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

4,996 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

4,850 

Di.atlis  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

59 

Xett  deatlis  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

. . 

73 

1915 

1914 

N’ett  death-rate  . . . . . . . . • . . 

15.6 

20.6 

Infantile  mortality 

53 

50 

Birth-rate  . . 

19.3 

13.6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1.03 

jj.41 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

0.00 

Cancer  death-rate 

1.50 

0.81 

LEDBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

.\roa  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

. . 

49,867 

Total  population,  191 1 Census  .. 

. . 

9.059 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

. . 

8,618 
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Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

. . 

112 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915  . . 

. . 

1.30 

, 1915 

1014 

Nett  death-rate 

15.1 

14.6 

Infantile  mortality 

96 

87 

Birth-rate  .. 

18.4 

17.8 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

.93 

0.44 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.00 

0.-22 

Cancer  death-rate 

.81 

1.44 

LEOMINSTER. 

Medical  Offiicer  of  Health 

• 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

55,492 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

7,915 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

7,565 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

106 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

122 

1915 

I91i 

Nett  death-rate 

16.1 

12.8' 

Infantile  mortality 

66 

38 

Birth-rate  . . 

19.2 

19.7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

. . -953 

0.38 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.13 

6.13 

Cancer  death-rate 

1.32 

1.26 

ROSS. 

Medical  Offiicer  of  Health 

A.  J.  Campbell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area  (Land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census 

. . 

61,063 

Total  population,  191 1 Census  .. 

. . 

10,313 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

. . 

10,138 

Deatlis  registered  in  the  district  during  1915  . . 

66 

Nett  deatlis  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

. . 

95 

1915 

lOli 

Nett  death-rate 

9.4 

11.1 

Infantile  mortality 

36 

46 

Birth-rate  . . 

10.6 

16.7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

.30 

0.48 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.10 

0.00 

Cancer  death-rate 

.49 

0.29 

WEOBLEY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Herbert  Jones,  L.R.C.S.I.,  D.P.H. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  ..  ..  ..  49,72“ 

Total  population,  1911  Census  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,699 
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Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

. . 

6,377 

D-aths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915 

89 

N-tc  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

. . 

96 

1915 

1914 

Xott  death-rate 

. . 

15.1 

14.6 

In/antilo  mortality 

. . 

87 

75 

Birth-rate  .. 

. . 

17.4 

20.1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

. . 

1.25 

0.30 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

. . 

.31 

0.00 

Cancer  death-rate 

.. 

1.72 

1.36 

WHITCHURCH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Lloyd  G.  Sjuth, 

M.D. 

.\rea  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

11,510 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

1,526 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

. . 

1,535 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915 

32 

Nett  deatlis  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

34 

1915 

1914 

Nett  death-rate 

22.1 

17.8 

Infantile  mortality 

167 

97 

Birth-rate  . . 

. . 

19.7 

20.4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

. . 

.65 

0.66 

Otlier  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

. . 

' .65 

0.66 

Cancer  death-rate 

•• 

-65 

0.66 

WIGMORE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  B.  Dajbboll,  il  D., 

5I.R.C.S. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  in  acres,  1911  Census  . . 

38,609 

Total  population,  1911  Census  .. 

3,772 

Total  Civil  population,  1915  (estimated) 

3,660 

Deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  1915 

. . 

44 

Nett  deaths  belonging  to  district  during  1915 

46 

1915 

1914 

Nett  death-rate  . . . . . . 

. 

12.5 

11.0 

Infantile  mortality 

. 

57 

54 

Birth-rate  . . 

. 

23.8 

20.3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

. 

.27 

0.55 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  death-rate  . . 

.55 

0.27 

Cancer  death-rate  . . ^ . 

1 .09 

1.37 

Deaths  in  each  Distnct  classified  according 
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URBAN'. 

Bromyard 
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1 Vucuiuouia  (all  forms).  | 

1 Pleurisy.  | 

other  diseases  of  the 
Respiratory  Organs. 

Alcoholism.  I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver.  1 

Venereal  Diseases.  I 

Cuiigeiiitul  Debility  and 

Malloniiation,  including 

rreiiiatiire  Birth. 

Other  Diseases  and 

Accidents  of  1‘arturition. 
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Violent  Deaths 

(excluding  Suicides). 

Suicides.  I 

.‘Ml  other  causes. 

All  causes. 
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22 
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NAMKvS 

OF  DISTRICTS. 

URIJAN. 

From  yard 

Hereford  City  

Kington  

I/Cdbury  

Lcomiuster  

Ro.ss  

Totals  for  Ur1)an  Areas 

RURAL. 

llredwardinc  

IJromyard 

Dorc  

Hereford  

Kington  

Ledbury  

Leominster  

Ro.ss  

Weobley  

M'hitehurch  

Wigmorc  

Totals  for  Rural  Areas 

Administrative  County 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  no- 


Cases  Notified  ix  each  Loc.u,ity. 


Names  of 
Districts. 

1 

Small-pox. 

ICholera.  | 

(A 

V 

jDiphthoria.inchidiiigi 

Membranous  Croup.l 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  h'ever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

> 

O 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Phthisis  (I’ulinunary 

'J'uberculosis). 

T.  y. 
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URBAN. 

Bromyard...  .... 

. . 

3 

2 

... 

... 
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1 

fHereford  City  ... 

... 

19 

30 

62 

... 

2 

... 

70 

Kington  

3 

1 

13 

1 

4 

1 , 

♦Ledbury  

4 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

9 



tLeominster 

15 

4 

20 

2 

1 

17 

0 

•Ross  

4 

3 

10 

... 

18 

... 

Total  

... 

48 

41 

108 

6 

1 

124 

12 

RURAL. 

Bredwardine  ... 

... 

16 

4 

Bromyard 

... 

1 

2 

11 

1 

... 

... 

9 

1 

•Dore  

1 

9 

5 

1 

4 

Hereford 

17 

4 

45 

... 

1 

1 

28 

'S 

Kington  
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3 

13 

1 

... 

... 

11 

• 1 

•Ledbury  

... 

2 

3 

23 

... 

13 

4 

•Leominster 

... 
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5 

23 

... 

3 

... 

12 

1 

•Ross  

... 

9 

7 

69 

1 

1 

10 

JWeobley  

... 

... 

21 

2 

24 

... 

... 

17 

4 ! 

•Whitchurch 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•W'igmore 

2 

2 

2 

... 

1 

... 

*> 

1 

Total 

... 

"i 

64 

37 

232 

8 

...1 

3 

1 

no  j 

2»>  - 

* No  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available, 
t Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation  available  for  Small-pox.  ^ ^ ^ 

j The  Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital  is  available,  by  am“C^-"' 
§ Accommodated  in  the  Isolation  Cottage  in  the  Ross  Rural  D's-: 


jict  and  the  number  removed  to  Hospital. 


' \l-uber  of  Cvses  removed  to  Hospitae  from  eacu  Loc.veixy. 
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Ivrysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  F'ever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  P'ever. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis). 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Poliomyelitis. 



Total. 
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... 
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13 
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... 
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... 
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... 
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...  !...i... 

... 

24 

... 
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^ • 'VJ  the  Weobley  Rural  District. 
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Small -pox  

... 

... 

... 

Chicken-pox 

... 

... 

••• 

• •• 

Measles 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  

... 

r.. 

••• 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping-cough 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Diarrhoea  

... 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  Gastro-enteritis 

... 

... 

Gastritis  and  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  ... 

... 

... 

• 

Dysentery  

... 

... 

Premature  birth  

6 

1 

''i 

S 

Congenital  Malformations  

2 

1 

... 

3 

: 

Injury  at  Birth  

V' 

... 

... 

... 

Haemorrhage  from  the  Cord  

... 

1 

... 

1 

Atelectasis  

... 

... 

Want  of  Breast  Jlilk  (starvation)  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  

1 

... 

... 

1 

; 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

... 

... 

•- 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  

... 

... 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

... 

Erysipelas  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 

Syphilis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Rickets 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  (non-tuberculous)  

... 

... 

... 

1 

Convulsions  

2 

... 

... 

•t 

1 

Bronchitis  

... 

1 

.1 

•> 

1 

Laryngitis  

... 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

... 

Suffocation  (overlaying)  

1 

! 

Other  Causes 

... 

1 

1 

- 

( ’ 

1 Certified  

All 

Causes  ' Uncertified 

10 

- o 

3 

! 2 

Total 

12 

3 

1 2 
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1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under  1 niontli 

1 .3  inoiiths.  j 

3-6  months. 
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9-12  months. 

'I'otal  deaths  under 

1 year. 
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1 

1 

21 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

■'!  ’ 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 ' 

7 

1 

2 

2 

... 

4 

» o 

11 

... 

1 

... 

I 

2 

4 

2 

... 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

‘ 5 

14 

... 

... 

1 

7 

2 

12 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  . 

5 

2 1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

u 

66 

21 

7 

4 

6 

38 

16 

13 

8 

1 

- 1 

77~ 

6 

7 

1 

... 

1 

9 

3 

... 

1 

13 

72 

28 

8 

4 

7 

47 

16 

16 

8 

3 1 

90 

fT 


‘<1 


yv  **• 


"GSSw»»-ii«r  , . 


%£«mIo  14*^  . 4 


> ii‘  :■ 

,/  t 


•-  j 

■■  iffrrt  ! 


^ ll 

I)»|p4r  • ••Id  , “ 


( 


-1 


• -f  f 

*|u^ 


*^~r 


f 


» .r- 


y 


^1 


'r»r-jr>«l  i**>  pk4*<|Mw^  »*•), 


ik»-rT4iii^i  *^5rAj»’J^  *1  ^ 

t*»» 

«»;  i^  5 d- 

j»"  • 


‘'•J  — ■ 


.i;  4 


% 

. is 
. <4 

N nC- 

i 


> 

'.’1 

i 


.4 


f 


j 


4 


/ 


■^-  ...ara 


•. . 


,.  t 

’f 

! I 


